
President’s Message
Dear Neighbor,

                                            Congratulations to the Class of 2019!  Our graduates share in the excitement, hope, 
                                              and high expectations that come with entering college, starting a new career, or 
                                              contemplating the next steps of life.  The sky’s the limit, and we are incredibly proud 
                                              of these young adults as they continue their life journey.
                                           During the 2018-2019 school year, students experienced much success — we can’t 
                                              contain the pride we have for each and every one.  There are so many amazing things 
                                              they do during the year in addition to academics that it is hard to list them all.  From 
                                              theatre performances to sporting events, to our internationally recognized robotics 
                                              team and exploring cultures through international trips, from DECA to Model UN, 
our students have a wide range of opportunities to develop interpersonal, team building, and commun-
ication skills. 
 Beyond these activities, the Board has committed and made it a priority for our administration, faculty, 
and staff to support the social and emotional needs of our students.  We know that for students to be 
successful in any endeavor, social and emotional wellness is important in areas such as stress management, 
confidence, and the development of healthy relationships.  To make this all happen, we employ the best 
administration, faculty, and staff — we could not be prouder of everyone involved. 
 With summer in full swing, both Pascack Valley and Pascack Hills High Schools are busy places as they 
undergo several infrastructure projects designed to make our students’ learning experiences the best they can 
be.  Pascack Hills is having air-conditioning installed in the “D-Wing,” as well as an increase in handicapped- 
accessible bathrooms.  At Pascack Valley, we are renovating the music rooms, and replacing the dance and 
fitness room floors.  The Board appreciates the efforts of all staff members who work through the summer, 
preparing our schools for the upcoming school year.
 This edition of “The Report” is dedicated to highlighting this past year’s achievements of our students 
and staff.  We hope you enjoy it.
 Enjoy the rest of the summer.

Sincerely,

Tammy Molinelli
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August        
27                   Professional Development Day
28                     Freshman Orientation,
          Professional Development Day
29                      First Day of School for Students

September  
2                         Labor Day – Schools Closed
30-Oct. 1, 9   Religious Holidays - 
                            Schools Closed

For information, call 201-358-7020 (PH)
or 201-358-7060 (PV).

Mark Your Calendar!
School Starts 
for Students 

BEFORE LABOR DAY

Top Class Students 
Valedictorians of the graduating classes of 2019,  Joshua DeLuca and Elisa Falanga of Pascack 
Valley and  Pascack Hills, respectively, are honored for their academic accomplishments by the 
school community.  To the left are superintendent of schools P. Erik Gundersen, Valley principal 
Thomas De Maio and guidance counselor Mary Jo Callanan.  To the students’ right are Hills 
guidance counselor Steven Casamento and Hills principal Glenn deMarrais.  Joshua is set to attend 
Washington University in St. Louis, and Elisa is bound for Boston College.

Special Yearbook EditionSee Inside!



SCHOOL

Valley French Honor Society students are recognized for their submissions 
to the American Association of Teachers of French Creative Writing Contest.  
Emily Bonner, center, has her essay in French published in the association’s 
official bulletin, L’Elan, telling the story of a character in a French Impressionist 
painting in the first person, and Colleen Curtin, left, and Blythe Thomas, right, 
are recognized for their submissions. 

Competing with students across the state, Hills senior Jamie Rossig, center, earns a $1,000 Senior Scholarship from the Foreign Language Educators of New Jersey for high-level proficiency in Spanish.  At left are Dr. Barry Bachenheimer and Patricia Sularz; to Jamie’s right are Michelle Olzewski-Garcia, Noemi Rodriguez, and Hills principal Glenn deMarrais.

Honored to be accepted 
into the prestigious Bergen County Choir, which is 

comprised of the best 
student singers countywide, are Hills students Lillian Zou, John Giardana, Alex Moss, and Zainah Alizade.

Six Valley students accepted to the  Regional I High School Choir are 
Madison Byun, T.J  Ballesteros, Isabella Tjan, Delia Stiles, Callie Muska, and 
Jieun Oh.  Not in the photo is Alisa Berenshtein, accepted into the Region I 

Orchestra as concertmaster in the prestigious ensemble. 

Earning the New Jersey Department of Education Seal of Biliteracy are several 
Hills and Valley seniors. Of self-nominating seniors participating to demon-
strate proficiency in a second language, 72 percent statewide earn proficiency 
ranking in listening, reading, writing, and speaking in French, Italian, Spanish, 
and Russian. Juniors interested in the program can access https://tinyurl.com/
biliteracy2019

Hills’ Christina Priestner displays her award for 
outstanding vocalist in the Worldstrides DC 
competition held in the nation’s capital.

Winning  first place in the Nokia Lab North Jersey Regional Science Fair’s Stockholm Water 
competition are Gillian Feder and Kathleen Gifford of Valley, for microbiology.  

Valley student publication The Smoke Signal wins 45 state awards, 
including nine first places and the prestigious Distinguished 
Journalism award in the print and online editions, rendering it the 
top online publication in New Jersey for the second year in a row.  
Kayla Barry, Bill Rawson, and Madison Gallo display certificates for 
their  achievements.

Valley graduate and former English teacher Amanda Crane, professor at Strayer University, and published poet with an MFA degree, visits Hills 

and Valley to conduct poetry workshops with English classes across the grade levels, sharing a poetry reading of her original work and working 

collaboratively with students on multiple poetry writing exercises, after which students share their work aloud.
Hills actors take to the stage in the school’s spring musical, the high school edition of Chicago, 

the story of fame, fortune, and all that jazz.



Year of Accomplishments

After 15 years of participating in the FIRST Robotics Competition, the district robotics team is a seasoned 

competitor with many victories along the way.  This year’s wins include  several New England and 

Mid-Atlantic competitions  and finalist and semi-finalist wins in the Detroit World Championship 

divisional Darwin competitions.

Valley’s spring musical features a royal following teaming up to delight the 

audience in the musical comedy Once Upon a Mattress.

Students participating in Hills Teen Read Week spread the word to attract people to the library, focusing on students’ varied reading personalities.

Valley students participating in the 
Memory Project are recognized for 
painting portraits of Syrian refugee 
children are shown with group 
moderator Stephanie Digiacopo.

Valley marching band members assemble in full dress for performance. 

SPORTS

Hills boys varsity baseball team members are the Group 2 State Championship winners for the second year 

in a row, accompanying their win of the Bergen County championship last season and multiple league 

titles in the past few years.

Valley boys varsity bowling team members prevailing as winners of the Big North Patriot League championship 
include Evan Murad; Jake Murad; Trevor Lauber, bowling a perfect game; Scott Morris; Brian Biml; and James Holland.

Valley’s cheerleading team wins the Big 
North Patriot League championship. 

Valley’s girls basketball team defeats Northern Highlands in the State Sectional Final  to claim its 15th State Sectional championship and win the Big North Patriot 
League championship.



SPORTS

COMMUNITY

Valley athletes sign on 
to attend the college 
of their choice.

Valley’s Environmental Club holds a 

Second Chance Toy Drive, collecting 200 

gently used plastic toys for donation 

during the holidays to New Jersey 

Community Development Corporation, 

promoting reuse of materials while 

providing joy and entertainment to 

needy children.

Several talented Hills athletes 
sign on the dotted line to play 
their sport in college.

The district dance team 
takes first place in varsity 
team performance and 
third place in the varsity 
pom category at the 
National Dance Team 
Championship competition 
in Kissimmee, Florida.

Area professionals give of their valuable time to give presentations about their vocations at Hills’ 

biennial Career Day, organized and sponsored by the Parent Faculty Association.  Assisted by 

students in Mr. Uhls’s fourth period Advanced Topics in Computer Science class who develop a 

program to determine student placements based on requests, participating students each choose 

three different career presentations to attend from  diverse offerings.

Montvale Mayor Mike Ghassali meets French school group students and teacher 
chaperones from Lycee Amiral visiting Hills, taking the group on a tour of Montvale’s 

town hall to learn about local government by way of a mock council meeting.

District hockey team players prepare to face off against a 
stiff opponent during a regular season game.

Students participate in an outing with the district’s exchange student from Spain. 

District hockey team members team 
up with River Dell’s hockey team 
after a game to conduct a food drive, 
requesting attendees to bring food 
and supplies for those in need.

Hills award-winning chamber choir, under the direction of Margarita Elkin, performs the National Anthem at a spring game at Yankee Stadium.

Valley’s Tri-M Music Honor 
Society club hits a high 
note early in the school 
year with a $600 donation 
to Little Kids Rock, an 
organization that trains 
public school teachers 
and donates resources 
needed to run pop/rock 
music education classes.



Noteworthy  Achievements

Project SEARCH - Former Hills/Milestones @ PVR student Maria Batista-Nunez is 
interning with a surgical nursing unit, supporting the nursing staff by prepping 
patient kits and doing room checks to help nurses be prepared when patients 
arrive.

Advanced Placement Scholars -  Molly Balsamides, Jenna Chiavelli, Joshua Cohen, David 
DeScherer, Ben DiPiazza, Jeremy Friedman, Matthew Friedman, Jade Greenberg, Saman-
tha Haberfield, Danny Jeong, Amber Leung, Karoline Menze, Nikolas Michelis, Benjamin 
Polson, Eliza Romeu, Jamie Rossig, Rebecca Seickel, Thomas Varano, Kathryn Walsh, Saman-
tha Zaintz, Lillian Zou.

Advanced Placement Scholars with Honor - Bennet Bierman, Jarrett Bierman, 
Talia Boyajian, Elisa Falanga, Carly Haberfield, Ryan Hudson, Joshua Kent, Michael Ruberto, 
Matthew Ryan.  

Advanced Placement Scholar with Distinction - Gillian Herzberge.

NJSMA Region I Mixed Choir  - Senior Sarah Winston is accepted into the choir to proudly 
represent the school as she performs with this prestigious vocal ensemble. 

Research in Molecular Genetics Student Published in Science Magazine - Jade 
Greenberg  receives additional recognition for her research including interest from two 
major companies, several beekeepers, and university professors.  She wins first place in 
engineering at the Nokia North Jersey Regional Science Fair and becomes an Intel 
International Science and Engineering Fair finalist with her project involving building a bee-
hive capable of using a tracking system and artificial intelligence to determine the cause of 
the reduction in the honey bee population.

St. Peter’s University High School Model UN Conference - The Model UN team attends 
the  conference, with Krisha Sampat and Erin McCarty winning the award for Best Position 
Paper representing Greece in the World Health Organization.

Princeton Distinguished Secondary School Teaching Award - Mathematics teacher/
robotics coach Kevin Killian is selected as one of four teachers in New Jersey to receive the 
prestigious award.

Worldstrides DC Competition - Chamber choir wins gold, and band wins silver in the 
music competition. Performing at the nation’s capital, the choir and the band receive a 
private clinic with Washington University faculty, working on new ideas on musicality and 
technique and receiving feedback from college-level professors.

Fighting Pediatric Cancer - Arielle Goldberg and Kristen Cuff, Teens Against Cancer 
Executive Board members, are recognized by St. Jude’s Hospital for the fight against
 pediatric cancer.

Bergen County Utilities Authority Grant - Receiving the $950 grant to develop 
the school’s edible garden are Cassidy Smith, Naria Zuluaga, Julianna Xhaferi, Nicole 
Ingannamorte, and Shaina Julis and advisers Kristen Lindstrom and Michela Piccoline. 
 
Advanced Placement Scholars - Rachel Brunn, Jefferson Chen, Kyle Chiu,  Elise
 DeBiasio, Joshua DeLuca, Hailey Kraft, Shauna McLean, Elyse Migdal, Sean Oh, Luke Sungela, 
Sara Takubo, Bryanna Testino, Zachary Zeller.  

Advanced Placement Scholars with Honors: Brianna Jacobsen, Amelia Moran.

Bergen County Choir - Accepted into the prestigious through a rigorous audition process 
are Lisa Agranov, Tirso Ballesteros, Alisa Berenshtein*, Maddie Byun, Talia Dian, Antonio 
Fyfe, Areg Safari*, Angela Song*, Katie Suarez*, Isabella Tjan.  The asterisk indicates 
students recognized for perfect tonal memory during the auditions.

All-State Chorus - TJ Ballesteros, Maddie Byun, Katie Suarez, Isabella Tjan are accepted into 
the mixed choir.  Lisa Agranov,  Angela Song are accepted into the treble choir.

Pirates Pitch Competition - Senior RoseMary Stanchak wins $2,500 and a $10,000 
scholarship in a Shark Tank-style entrepreneurial competition at Seton Hall University Out 
of a pool of 250 applicants. She is planning to attend Seton Hall in the fall as part of  the 
university’s dual degree Bachelor of Science in Biology/Doctor of Physical Therapy program.

National Security Language Initiative for Youth Program - Jack Byun is selected for 
the  program in Chinese through the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, one of 25 students from across the United States chosen to participate in 
the program.
 
US Law Enforcement Coalition and President’s Volunteer Service Gold Award - 
Angela Song participates in the leadership program, receiving the President’s Volunteer 
Service Gold Award.

Quill and Scroll Writing, Photo, and Multimedia Contest - Smoke Signal editor 
Rachel Cohen places first in the Opinion Writing category in the national journalism contest, 
with the student-run publication receiving a third-place award for in-depth team coverage, 
and Kayla Barry and Katie Mullaney receiving Honorable Mention for news writing feature 
writing, respectively.

New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association Student Leadership 
Scholarship - Receiving the scholarship is Shauna McLean for her outstanding work as a 
student leader.

Desmos Fellowship - Caitlin Murphy was selected out of more than 600 applicants to join 
a 40-person cohort for the Fourth Desmos Fellowship in San Francisco, fostering ways to 
support the teaching and learning of mathematics.

Governor’s School for Science - Rachel Lee is nominated and awarded acceptance to the 
summer program.

Women in Science (WiSci) Girls STEAM Camp - Madison Byun is selected to 
participate in the camp in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

The Memory Project  - Students recognized for painting portraits of Syrian refugee 
children through the project are Alexander Yakir, Hope Buzzelli, Naria Zuluaga, Justin Martin, 
Julye Calderon, Elise DeBiasio, Michael Parisi, Ariela Alfonso, Alessandra Schlesinger.

Rensselaer Medal Award - Jonathan Fan receives the prestigious award.

Panasonic Creative Design Challenge - Winners of the challenge are Bianca Belmonte, 
Julia Guskind, Brenna Collins.

The U.S. Figure Skating Graduating Seniors Award - Awards at the platinum, gold, 
silver, and bronze levels recognize the hard work of student athletes participating in figure 
skating throughout high school; Kayla Creagh, silver.

Patent Approval - For his non-slip, diamond-coated guitar pick, Nicholas Tomasi receives 
patent approval.

Association of Mathematics Teachers of New Jersey Scholarship - Samantha Cohn 
and Jacqueline Metz, interested in pursuing a career in mathematics education, each receive 
a scholarship from the association.

Special Opportunity - Through the district internship program, Noah Sirkin, interning 
with Dr. Jason Fond at Northeast Orthopedics and Sports, performs an arthroscopic lateral 
meniscus repair on a cadaver’s left knee, an experience that most students would not have 
until medical school.

Dual Champions - The wrestling team captures two titles as Big North League Champions 
and Bergen County Group B Champions.

New Jersey Governor’s School in the Sciences - Rachel Lee is awarded acceptance to the 
summer school program. 

Pascack Hills • Pascack Valley • District



FACULTY SHOWCASE

Valley physical 
education teacher 

Tom Gallione is the 
Big North Patriot 

Division Wrestling 
Coach of the Year.

Valley’s  executive 
secretary for special 

services Marie Zito is the 
school’s Support Staff 

Member of the Year.

Hills mathematics teacher Caitlin 
Murphy is selected to be in a 
cohort through the Fourth Desmos 
Fellowship in San Francisco, which 
fosters ways to support the teach-
ing and learning of mathematics.

Valley science teacher 
Alison Petaccia is Bergen 

County Gymnastics 
Coach of the Year.

English/journalism 
teacher/Smoke Signal

 adviser Bill Rawson receives 
the Golden Quill Lifetime 

Achievement Award for NJ 
Scholastic Journalism, its 

highest honor for educators,
 for his substantial 

contributions to students 
and the growth and 

quality of scholastic journalism.

Valley English teacher 
Kate Overgaard is accepted 
to the National Writing 
Project Summer Institute at 
Drew University.

Valley social studies 
teacher Ken Sarajian 
receives the Vahan 
Cardashian Award for his 
activism and advocacy in 
the Armenian community.

Valley physical education 
teacher Amy Lombardo 
is the Big North Patriot 
Division Soccer Coach 

of the Year.

Danielle Macaluso, Valley’s 
learning disabilities teacher 
consultant, is the school’s 
Educational Services 
Professional of the Year.

District supervisor of mathematics 
and computer science Mark Russo 
is recognized for outstanding 
professional achievement in 
administration and supervision 
by Montclair State University’s 
College of Education.

Hills mathematics teacher Kevin 
Killian receives the Princeton 
Prize for Distinguished Secondary 
School Teaching.



FACULTY SHOWCASE

Valley English teacher and Human Rights 
League adviser Diana McKenna is named 
a Women’s History Month honoree by the 

Bergen County Commission on the Status of 
Women, for improving the workplace and 
fighting for economic equality for women.

District data 
service manager Mary 

Camporeale is the District 
Support Staff Member 

of the Year.

All in a day’s work, 
Valley family and 

consumer sciences 
teacher Julianne 
Downes saves a 

choking student.

District superintendent
 Dr. P. Erik Gundersen is 
named Bergen County 

Superintendent of the Year.

Hills English teacher Heather Lutz is 
one of 24 U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Teacher Fellows, working 
on advanced historical and teacher 

training issues pertaining to 
the Holocaust, at the 

Washington, D.C. museum.

Retired  Valley math 
teacher and coach Judy 

Lucia is named New Jersey 
Boys Bowling Coach of 

the Year by the National 
Federation of State High 

School Association, for her 
team’s outstanding record 
and her many years at the 

team’s helm.

Hills special education 
teacher Robert Salgado 
is the school’s Teacher of 
the Year.

Hills  student assistance 
counselor Gale Mangold 
is the school’s Educational 
Services Professional of 
the Year.

Valley Italian teacher Barbara 
Borghi receives Montclair 

State University’s Outstanding 
Potential in Educational 

Leadership award from its 
Department of Counseling 

and Educational Leadership.

Valley social studies teacher 
Leah Jerome is the NJ 

Council for Social Studies 
Teacher of the Year.

Honoring Coach Jeff Jasper’s 
milestone 1,000 basketball 
wins over the course of his 
coaching career,  the Valley 
social studies educator is the 
namesake of the new Jasper 
Court, for his contributions to 
the school community.

Hills teacher assistant 
Cynthia Candrilli 
is the school’s 
Support Staff Member
of the Year.
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MOVING ON TO RETIREMENT


